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O CASTELO DELOULE

THE CASTLE OF LOULE

ISILDA MARIA PIRES MARTINS

INTRODUCAOQ

Quando em 1871 efectuamos o reconhecimento
da muratha da Vila de Lould (planta 1), fd com o
objectivic de sensibilizar a Clmara Municipal e a
populacao em geral no senldo da necessidade da
presenacan e consarvacao do nosso monumeanio
militar

De facto nos diimos anos, linhamos assistido
& sua degradacio em rilmo acelerado, cam par-
ficular incidéncia no Woco gue corre entre a Rua
Primeiro de Dezembro- e a Avenida Marcal Pacheca,
tendo inclusivamente sido destruide wm foredaii
frante ao Hosptal,

Procuravamos, mas ol em vao, com o nosso
modesto contributo despertar a
atencao para o valioso patrima-
nia bocal & alrasar o processo
de delapidacan do mesmo,

Fassados doze anos, & com
agrado que regislamas o interes-
se da actual Camara, caso Gnico
na historia do Municipio, na re-
cuperacac e dignificacano da nas-
50 patrimenio

Este empenhamanic auiar-
Quico crein dever insenr-se num
movimento mais vasto que se
desenha na Eurcpa, uma nova :
conjuntura cultural, denoggrmaee = -
pds-madernismao, onde i3
cessa uma disléctica entre ﬁ' 3
gresso e a8 hermanga culturgl -em
oposcan an nidismo e aulodes-
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INTRODUCTION

When, back in 1871 we camried out a survay
of the walls of the lown of Loulg (Plan I} It was
with the objective of Bringing to the attention of
the Town Hall and the population in general, the
need o preserve and maintain our military monumen

In fect, during the past few years, we had been
prasancing its rapid degradation mainly balwean
Rua 1.° de Dezembroc and Av Marcal Pacheco,
and, inclusively a towers fell in front of the hospital.

We tried, without success, with our modest
contribute, to raise the attenfion towards the valuable
local patrimony and o delay its detapidation

Mow. 12 years gone, it s with pieasure that
we register the anterest ol the
presant Town Hall, the only ane
in the history of the County,
towards the recovery and digni-
fication of our patrimany

This interes! is part of a vast
movement arising n Europe, In
a new cultural conjunchure, deno-
minated post-modemism, where
a didlect between the progress
and the cuitural herdage is pro-
cassed, in opposition fo the
mihilism and sell destruction of
j the last decades,

==+ We intend to continue the
yaoiy of the local arqueciogy, the
fmitted reading of the comtarnts

ol the historic-medieval urban
NUCIBOUS, CCCUPYIng an area of
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truigas das UHimas déecadas

Pela nossa parte, temos am menle, Na [HMOSSecucan
do estudo da argueclogia local,.a leitura parmitida da
tessitura do nucleo urbang histornico-medieval, o gual
ocupava uma adrea de 49.200 e & se desenvolveu no
sentido Sul-Morte.

Dretenhamo-nos. por org, no Castelo localizade enira
d Hua da Barbaca. Largo Dr. Bemardo Lopes, Rua .
Paio Peres Correia, Largo D. Pedro |, Aua das Bicas
Velhas, Rua Martim Moniz & Praca D &fonsa 11 (planta 11).

O Castelo de Loulé

Sito no extremo Morte da Vila (planta |), assenta,
COMme 10da a povoagan, numa peguena colina onde ocupa
o lugar mais delensavel.

Estava envolvido por uma dupla cerca de muralhas,
mais elevadas do gue as do bungo, provacands na povoa-
pap gue defendia uma sensacis de sobranceria.

Lodlé recebeu carta de forafs em 1266, do mesmo
modelod das de Lisboa, Coimbra e Santarém, isto &, oe
fipo nacional, Era um Municipio perfeito, tendo como
autondade militar um alcaide!™ nomeado pelo rei e seu
delegado. & por autondades municipais 0ot avasis ebleios,
anualmente, pelo povo,

Eram frequentes os conflitos entre os dois podeéres
gue disputavam competéncias, além dos alcaides tentarém
exgrcer influgncia na propria eleicio dos alvasis. Esta
iNgeréncia no governo local @ ceras exigéncias e abusos
gue o poder mililar exercia nd burgo. NED rArEs Vezres
chegava a provocar evantamentos populares. Assim ge
Justifica que 05 castelos tivessem, em relacao § povoacao
um sisterma defensivo progrio, coma No caso vertente

O Castelo de Loulé compunha-se por duas cercas
de._murathas (planta Il, 1, 2), com suas forres (planta
I, 3, 4, 5}, um patic Inderlor (planta I, &), casas de hati-
tagao (planta Il, 7), adossadas as muralhas, para o akcaide
g SUa guamicao.

As Torres

A muralha norte, que da para a Rua da Barbaca
lem oo mafros de altura O loponimd® da rua apexa,
esclarace-nos sobre a exisiéncia de um losso entre esta
muralha & pulra mais baixa que desapareceu

Da muralha principal destacam-se rés fores de abve-
fana gue s2 elevam do solo 4 allura de 1550 metos
Seus corpos, perfurados por setewas, ostentam no topo
ameias. A muralha com parapeito ameado liga as lrés
lorres através do caminho de ronda (planta |l, 8), com
a largura de 1,80 melros.

A primeira torre (mapa 11, 3), de planta quadrangular
tem 10,90 metros de perimetro. Do caminbo de ronda
parte uma escadana que permile o acesso 3 uma sala com
13,92 m?, gue se desenvolve no seu intenor, com fecto
em abobada de bernco,

A partir desta torre, na direccao E. a muralha biturca-se.
Um dos frocos (planta |, 1), une-se 8 muralha da povoa-
gan, o outro (planta |, 2), envolve o Castelo separando-a
o burgo.

A segunda lorre (planta I, 4), de planta rectangular
Com penmetrs de 26,60 metros esta encostada & muralha
No seu interior desenvolve-se uma sala de 1598 me
cobena por uma abobada de berco. O porico ostenta



40200 sguare: metres, extemnding from the soulh towards
the Morth

Let us stop and ook al the Castle siluated between
Hua da Barbaca, Largo Dr. Bernardo Lopes. Aua [ Paio
Feres Correia. Large D) Pedro |, Aua das Bicas Velhas,
Aua Martim Moniz and Praga D. Afonsa Il (plan 11}

The Castle of Loule

situated 0 the extreme Nonh of the Town (FPlan 1),
it stands, ke all the town on a small hill, where it cocupos
the most defensible sile,

It was surrounded: by double walls, hgher than those
of the surrounding burgh, which gave the population a
teeling of secunty and power.

Loulé recewved in 1266 a charler like the onos
igsued for Lisbon, Coimbra and Santaréem, that is. the
national type, 1 was a perfect County, having as military
authority-ar alcaide nominated by the King and his delegate
and two alvasis elected annually by the population

Conflicts were frequent bebtween those wo poweors,
who dispuled competences apar from the alcaides miluenc:
ing the election of the alvasis.

This lack ol management in the local government
and cedain demands and abuses that the militany power
inflicted on the burgh, often caused rebelbon in the. popu-
lation. This reason stifies why the castle had, in relation
o the population, its own defensive system, such as
silualed on a hillside.

The Castle of Loulé was made up of two circled
walls (Plan 11 1, 2) with its towers (Plan I, 3, 4, &) and
intenor pateo (plan 1, &) living in space (plan I, 7) nex
to the walls, used by the alcaide and his servanis.

The Towers

The nosth wail, facing Aua da Barbaca s 8 metres
high. The topomum of the sireel, annex. clarifies us on
the edstence of a dilch beblwean this wall and a lower
one which disappeared.

Three towers outstand from the main wall They are
made of masonry risng from the ground up to & height
of 1550 metras. s bodies. perfurated by embrasures,
have crenelated tops. The wall with the crenelated snll
joins the three towers through the route of the rounds,
which is 1,80 metres wide

The first tower (map Il 3) of square shape, has a
perimetre of 10,90 metres. From the roule of the rounds
leads a staircase thal permils the access o 4 room with
13,92 metras, thal desenvalves in its infericr. with a barrel-
“aulted ceiling.

From this fower. fowards E. the wall bilurcates. One
of the routes (Plan I, 1) pens the wall of fhe populatan,
the other (plan Il, 2) envolves the Castie. separating
it from the busgh.

The second tower (plan I, 4) of rectangular shape
and a perimetre of 26,60 melres 15 next 1o the wall In
s nterior there is a room with 15,98 square metres,
covared by a bamelvaulted oeiling. The porbico displays
a pomted arch from the nibal Gothic, The access 1o s
ropm i throwgh a staircase leading from e routée of the
rounds. From here there 15 also another staircase leading
to the wigilance area with an area sensibly the same
as that of the room.

The third tewer (plan Il, 5) of rectangular shape,
with a perimetra of 28 matras, & imbedded in the wall
From the route of the round leads a staircase into a room
of 12.48 square metres, which exists in its interior. The
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um arco ogival do gotico inicial. O acesso 4 sala
processa-se por uma escadana que parte do caminho
de ronda. Daqui outro lango conduz-nos & zona de
vigia com uma ares sensivelmente igual 4 da sala

A lerceira lorre (planta 1, 5), de planta rectan-
gular com 28 metros de perimelro, encontra-se
encravada na muraing. Do caminha de ronda pare
uma escadaria para uma sala de 1248 m? existente
no seu intenor. O tecto e pdrico séo iguais aos
das =zalas das torres anteriores.

As pedras talhadas ostentam as siglas, presen-
les em ioda a consingao, dos pedreiros medievais

Alcaidaria

Adossado a muralha desenvolve-sa um edificio
e dois pisos (planta I, 7). Da leliura da fachada
conclui-se Que 8 SUa CONSUCa0 S8 procassou por
fases tendo conhecido sucessivas modiflicagoes
a0 koengo dos tempos.

A habitacao do alcaide, a alcaidaria propriamente
dita, ocupava o segundo piso o qual se ergue a
partir do nivel do caminho de ronda. De construcaon
muito incaracteristica, no entanto, akguns elementos,

A (higes - L e pch
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COmo 05 aigados e cantaria das portas e janelas
levam-nos a admitir tratar-se de uma ampliacao
do século XVIIl, quando agui esteve aguartelado
um regimento de dragdes’™, além de outras modi-
ficapoes efecluadas nos séculos seguintes.

Fresentemente, encontra-se em fase de res-
tauro. Ocupa uma area de 206.06 m?. Compreande
oite salas. Em quatro das quais, na ala esquerda,
COM uma area de 134,16 n¥ ficara instalado o Ar-
quivo Histdrico Municipal. Mo restante edificio o salas
das torres funcionard o futuro Museu.

Mo actual primeso piso (planta IIl) o talhe das
cantarias dos pdrlicos, a abobada da sala nlmero
TEs & as prospecihes arqueclogicas levam-nos a
admitir que remonta ao século XVI. Este piso, com
a area de 168,14 nFf lem quatro salas, nas quais
gstara alojada a guamscao militar do Castelo.

A primeira sala (planta iil, 1), de planta quadran-
Qular, com a area de 20,88 m¥, enconira-se ados-
sada a muralha da akaidaria. O tecto ¢ em abobada
de aresta.

A sequnda sala (planta Ill, 2} de planta trian-
gular, cujo vértice toca & muralha da alcaidaria,
tem 4408 m* & esla coberta por uma abdbada
incaracteristica.

Pre il [l - o el g mpell
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celing and portice are the same as those found
in the rooms of the other towars.

The carved stones display the monograms
presant in all its construction, of the medieval masons.

Alcaidery

Mext o the wall, there is a two-storey building
{Plan Il, 7). From the reading ol the lacade. il can
be concluded that itz construction was carmed oul
in phases, and has known successive changes as
time went by.

The living=in quarters of the alcaide, the
alcaidery. occupied the second fioor, which rises
from the level of the route of the rounds. With
a wvery uncharacteristic construction, thare are
however some elements, such as the vertical
projection and the masonry 1o the doors and wincows,
lead us fo admil thal it is an amplficaiion of the
XVl Century, when the regiment of the Dragons®
was lodged there, as well as other changes made
in the Centuries that fodlowed.,

Presently it is being restored. It occupied an
area of 206,06 square metres. it has a total of
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aight rooms, in four of which, in the beit wing, with
an area of 134 16 square malres, 15 nstaled the
Municipal Historical Arguive,; In the rest of the
building and rooms of the towers, will function the
future Museum.

In the actual first flioor (Plan 1) the design
of the masonry of the porticos, and the vaulled
ceiling of the room number three and the asquea-
logical discoveries, lead us to admit that it goes
back 1o XVI Century. This floor with an area of 168,14
square metres, has four rooms, in which the military
aids of the Castle were lodged.

The first room (plan i, 1) of rectanguiar shape,
with an area of 20B8 square metres, is atached
to the wall of the alcaidery. The ceiling s arris-
=waLited.

The second room (Plan 1il, 2) of inangular shape,
which vertex touches the wall of the alcaidery, has
44,08 square -metres, and is convered by a vaulted
celling of no defined characteristic.

he third room (Flan Ill, 3) of rectangular shape
has 52,36 square metres. lis ceiling is barmel-vauhed
shape, starting from thea Hoor.

The fourth roam (Plan Ill, 4) of square shape
has 50,82 sguare metres. 1 s not Known what

owralia oo pain - F e e
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A lerceira sala (planta lll, 3), de planta reclan-

gular tem 52,36 mé. O tecto & em abobada de bergo
com arrangue ao nived do solo.

A guarta sala (planta I, 4), de planla qua-
drangular tem 50,82 . Desconhece-5 como Sefa
o tecto primifive por ter sido lotalmenta demoloo.

Mo solo desta sala, enguanic se procedia ao
rastauro do restante edificio, efectuamos algumas
prospeccies anqueclogicas.

Feito um corte (planta V), detectamos diversos
gslratos argueclogicos do romano 8o actual, cujo
estudo contamaos apresentar num proximo trabalho.

O solo virgem encontra-se a 1,30 m de profun-
didade. Seguiram-se escassos vestigios de ocupa-
gao romana (1.° pavimenio).

Do periodo muguimano (2. pavimenlo) paredes
de uma casa (planta V, 1), abundantes elementos
ceramicos, metalicos e de vidro denunciam prolon-
gado periodo de ocupacio. As paredes da casa
eram lorradas de massa de gesso com frescos de
cambiantes coloridos azuis e verdes.

A 75 cm do nivel do pavimento actual, encontra-
mos em loda 8 sala uma camada carbonizada
Sequida de um terceiro pavimenio em calcada. A

gste nivel fragmenios de cerdmica grosseia, e de

[ .
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louca branca apontam-nos para o século XIVIT,

O guarte pavimento, julgamos ler sido em fio-
leira grossera avermelhada. Foram encontradas
intmeras moedas sobretudo ceitis de D, Joao | e
D. Afonso V. Encontramos por him wﬁmicaapinmd&
com aranhoes possivelmente do- seculo XIS

O quinto pavimento era am ladrilno de barro
amareln. Este pavimenio encontrava-sg ao nivel
da primeaira solra da porta @ feve Ser Seu- Ccon-
lemparaneo. Entre este pavimento e o seguinte
encontramos algumas moedas e fragmenios ce
caramica pintada fipica dos séculos XV e
XV

Quando se opocou o B paviments, o actual,
o nivel do solo foi subido e houve necessidade o
se meter uma segunda solara.

Analisemos o tecto desta sala, O actual nao @
o primitivo, no entanto existern elementos que nNos
interessam. Dois arcos justapostos de épocas dife-
rentes (planta V, 2, 3}

O primeirg arco (planta V, 2] assenta & sua
base ‘a0 nivel do 2.° pavimenta enguanto a base
do outro, ficou ao nivel do guarto pavimenio e ceve
remontar ag século XVl aquando da consirugao
ou remodelacdo do piso superior da alcaidaria
Foi encostado ao primeirg como reforco da constru-
cao entao efectuada.

Enguanio o primeiro arco tem um apareiho
gue classificariamos de mudéjar. com pedra interca-
lada de ladrilho. O segundo., mais largo e robusto,
apresenta aparelho menos cuidado de pedra cal-
carea (calico),

Observemos &s paredes da sala. A da fachada,
deve ser contempordnea do actual portico. A da
gsquerda, cujo alicgrce primitivo assenta no solo
virgem, acompanhou as fases evolutivas dos niveis
dos diversos pavimentos. A parede do tado dirsito,
comum A sala numerc trés. nao foi estudada; A
parede do fundo apresenia uma abertura em tunel,
de 3.70 metros, até uma janela que para a Aua
da Barbacd. Uma prospeccao efectuada nesta pareda
mostrou tralar-se de um tormeao em faipa, forrada por
uma fina camada de pedra caliga. Um scco de alve-
naria, contemporanec do primeiro arco do leclo.
reforcou a sua base (planta WV, 4).

For analpgia com oulros castelos, admitimos
como hipotese de wrabaiho ser aquela abertura a
denominada «porta da traigao-'Y, gue abria para
a campanha @ por onde a guamicio em casos de
necessuiade, pelos molivos airds aduzidos, mantinha

e o0 imeniern - Becwn Fosrie




the original celing was ke, as |t was tolally
demadished.

On the floor of this room, while the rest of
the  building was being restored, we carried oul
soMme arguesiogical prospections

A cul was made (Plan V), and 1 was detected
various extracts, ranging from thasrorman to the actual,
siudy of which we are hoping o present in a fulura
Wik

The wirgin soil iz to be found at the depth
of 1,30 metres. Scarse vestiges of roman oocupation
were folowed (15t pavement)

From the Mussulman pencd (2nd pavement)
walls of a house (Plan V. 1) abundant caramic
elements as well as metalic and glass, indicate
a long period of occupation. The walls of the house
were covered in white plaster with blue and green
frescos.

Al 75 centimelres from the level of the actual
pavament we lound, in all the moom, a8 carbonized
layer. This was lollowed by a third pavement in sione.
Al this level coarse tragments of ceramic and white
chinaware lead us fo the 14th Century (7).

The fourth pavernen!, we babeve b have been
n coarse red tiles. Many coins were found mainly
cartis from D. Joao | and D. Afonso V. Lastly we
found painfed ceramic possibily from the 16th
Century (8).

The fifth pavement was in yeflow earhernware
tes. This pavement was at the level of the first
door-stone and must be its comtemporaneous.
Belween this pavement and the next we found some
cains and fregments of painted ceramic typical of
the 17th and 1Bth centures ().

When the &th pavement was laid, being the
aciual, the level of the ground rose and there was
a need o pul in a second slate.

Let us study the ceiling of this room. The actual
5 nod the primitive, but there are some elements
that are of Interest to us. Two arches side by side,
and of diferent periods. (Plan V. 2, 3)

The first arch (Plan V, 2) sits its base at the
level of the 2nd pavement while the base o he
plher, 15 -at the level of the fourth pavement and
should go back o the 18th century, when of the
constroction or modification of the superior floor
ol the alcaidery. It was attached to the firsl as a
reinforcermnent of the construction then carmried aut.

While the first arch has an aspect that we
would classify as Portuguese-Moorish styla, wilh

By e 28 AFTRTACE - Al o Acaory

stone intercalated with tiles, the second is larger
and stronger, and shows an aspecl less cared,
of calcareous rock.

Let us observe the walls ol the room. The facade
must be comiemporanegus of ihe aciual porico.
The one on the left, whose primitive foundation
gits on the virgin soil, accompanied the evolutonary.
phases of the levels of the various pavemenis.
The wall on the right hand side. common with that
of room number three, was not shedied. The wal
on the end shows an opening in tunnel, of 3.70
metres, up to -a window facing Rua da Barbaca
A siudy made of this wall showed that it = a mug
turret, covered by a fine cover of rubble stoneg
A masonry part, comiemporanecus of the first arch
of the ceiling, reinforced its base (Plan W, 4)

By comparison with other casties, we admil
as a work possibility. that being the opening denomi-
nated «treason doord™ that opered to he country
and through which the military aids. || required.
due to reasons afore mantioned, maintained
communication with the oulside, and through which
it could ba halpad or removed,

— --..-ul-ﬂ{".'?-hn. -
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Patio do Castelo

Destinado & refugio da populagac, em caso de
gxtrema gravidade. este recinto de planta pentagonal,
OCUpavAa uma area de 450 me-

Do lado Noroeste, desanvolve-se, como ja referi-
mios. O edilicio da alcaidarnia.

Do lada Morle encontra-se a sala numero. um
encostada & muraiha da alcandaria. Segue-se o pano
da mesma muralha com a altura de 8 metros,

Mo angulo MNordeste do patio eleva-se urm e
reag guadrangular (planta |1, 9], am resiEors, cuja
exisiéncia Se ignorava por se enconirar mascarado
por outras construcoes, 8m mau estado de conser-
vacdo e atuthado de lixo. Na base do formeao, um
arco de volta perfeita permile a passagem, ora
descoberta. de uma na, em degraus largos € baixos,
ouirora lajeados, gue corre em diecgao a Fora da
Vila [planta 1l, 10). Por agu: s& processana & comu-
nicagao do Castelo com o exterior

A zona Este do patio encontra-3e alectada pela
construcac relatvaments recente, de algumas casas
{pianta I, 11) que Seria de todo O mieresse adquirr
para demoligac. Masmo assim for possibvel assnalar
um trogo de muratha (planta |, 12) da aloaidana
que nos facultou o Seu perimetro permitindo a ela-
boracao da planta I

Junto deste troon de muralha, no interar: hica &
pogo do Casteo (plarta 1, 13}

Do lado Sul desenvolvem-se duas arcadas com
abobadas de aresta. Sob a arcada (planta 1 14,
chservamos uma passagem entaipada

Ouando elaboramos o trabalhot'' A citado,
foi-nos dado observar, no edificio contiguo & dita
arcada, mas com fachada para a Rua das Bicas
Velhas, a exisléncia de uma construgao abobadada.
com uma porla entaipada e bancos de alvenaria
{planta V), onde possivelmente, 05 MUNIcipes aguar-
dariam A2 ver de serern alendidos palo aicaics

Heiteramos a hipdiese de sa tratar da porta do
Castelo gue abriria para a povoacso.

Centro de

Dacurmentag i

Conclusao

Analisados o5 materiais £ estruiuras podermos
admitir que no local do actual Castelo existina uma
Fortaleza anteror & Reconguista Cnsla Muilo em-
bora futuras prospeccies argquecldgicas possam
provar gue esta Foraleza nao estivessa integrada
no burgo. Desfinar-se-ia a proleger nad S0 & povoa-
Gan mas lambem a vasla regEao gue o Cifcundava,

Presenterments ancantra-s«£ ermoivido por cons-
trugoes recentes gque o mascaram. Lrge demoli-las
restifluindo an Castelo a sua dignidade.

The Pateo of the Castle

it wazs used as a refuge place for the population,
in case of extrerne need, this precinct of pentagonal
shape, occupied an arel of 450 square metres.

n the Norwest side there i5. as already
mentioned, the building of the alcaidery.

Dn the MNorth thers is the room number 1, nex
o fhe wall of the alcaidery. It is foliowed by Lhe
wall 8 mefres high.

One the Noreast side of the pateo there 15 a
turret, of reclangular shape (Ptan ||, 9) now restored,
which exislance was unknown because il was
covered by othar constructions, in bad state ol
conservaton and full of rubbish,

Al the base of the twired, a perect arch allows
passage, now discoverad, inte a strest, with large
and low steps once lagged, that rens towarnds <Coor
to the Vikage- (Plan I, 10}, Towards this passage
it was processed the comimunecaton with the outside.

The East area of the pateo is aftected by the
construction relatively recent, of some houses (Flan
I, 11) that would be of most importance  lo
purchase for demoltion. Even so, it was possible
to discover a part of the wall (Plan 11, 12) of masonry
that gave us its panmetre permiling the elaboration
of plan 1L

Near this part of the wall, inthe interior. here
is the wel of the Castker (Flan [, 13)

On the South there are two pointed vaulied

arches. Under the arch (Plan Il 14) we saw a
passage made of mud.
When we elaboratled the work (1) already

mentionad, we saw, in the bulding next (© the
relemed arch, bul with a facade lowards Hua das
Bicas Velhas, the existance of a construction in
vaull, with a door o mud, and seats of masonry
(Plan V), where possibly the inhabitanis awated
thelr wrn 1o be seen by the aicaide.

We reiterate that perhaps it was the door of the
iCastie that opened o the Population

Conclusion

Once analysed the materials and the structures,
we can admit that the aclual Castle is antecedent
o the Christian Conguest, notwithstanding that future
arquecliogical prespections may prove that this
lortress was not integrated in the burgh

it was wused to protect nat only the populabon
but also the vast region around it

Presently it is surrounded by recent constructions
thal are’ lding it. s wigenl o demolish hem
and giver back o caste ds dgrily
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